Spring 2018

THE GUARDIAN VOICE
CONTENTS:
Volunteer Spotlight: Amy Brienes
GAL Guide to Termination of
Parental Rights
New Dreams Committee
….and more

SPRING 2018

GALS –
Give your GAL Child the Gift of Reading!
There is a collection of donated books – toddler reading level through middle
school – , along with gently-used or new games and puzzles in a cubicle not
far from the lunch room on the 6th floor of the Children’s Courthouse. When
you have to attend a hearing, attend a training, or meet with your CAM, stop
by the cubicle and take several books to bring to your child on future visits.

When you go on a visit, take your GAL child an age-appropriate book. Read
the book to the child – or have the child read the book to you – and then
leave the book with the child to keep as his/her own. If your child is older,
bring a book based on their interests to leave with them.

Borrow (or keep) a gently used game or puzzle to use with your GAL child
(ren) on your visits. Games and puzzles serve as nice ice-breakers; plus, you
can see how your child responds to winning and/or losing. Games allow
more than one child to participate if brothers and sisters are together, and
you can observe how they interact.

AMY BRIENES
Amy Brienes became a GAL in December of 2015 after hearing
Guardian ad Litem public service announcements on NPR. She currently advocates for three children and was the recipient of the
Division 09 GAL of the Year in 2017. Amy holds a Master’s Degree
in theater and is currently pursuing drama therapy. She has
worked as an actress in New York and Los Angeles and is married
with an 8 year old daughter.
GAL: Describe yourself in 3 words.
AB: Empathetic, creative, down-to-earth.
GAL: What are some of your hobbies?
AB: Spending time with my family, hiking, reading and watching films.
GAL: What makes you passionate about the cause?
AB: I’m passionate about the cause because I get outraged and saddened when I think of children in danger and not having a
chance to thrive.
GAL: What’s the best compliment one of your GAL kids has ever paid you?
AB: Asking to see me more than once a month!
GAL: What do you consider a happy ending for a child in care?
AB: Safety in a loving home.
GAL: What’s the best experience you’ve had as a Guardian ad Litem?
AB: Flying with them out-of-state to deliver them to their pre-adoptive home. When I saw the children run to their grandmother
and embrace her, I knew they finally would have safety and security in a loving home after years of trauma. It brought me great
joy.
GAL: What advice do you have for anyone considering becoming a Guardian ad Litem volunteer?
AB: Prepare for hard work and challenges you can’t anticipate. Prepare to be flexible and persistent. Trust your intuition. When
things get frustrating or scary, and they will, keep the children you speak for in your mind. Picture how vulnerable they are, what
they’ve been through and how you are their own personal superhero. Know you will grow as a person. And prepare for your heart
to expand!

Lourdes Levy worked on a case for over 5 years! The family calls her their angel, and I completely understand why. Lourdes’ patience, diligence, and compassion shines as bright as her smile. Even on the worst of days, seeing Lourdes in Court gave me the
strength to keep going. When everything seemed to be going wrong, Lourdes always had suggestions. And if we ever needed
something from her, well you could’ve considered it done! She devoted her time and efforts to this case full force and it showed.
Each of Lourdes’ recommendations were supported by detailed facts that she had independently gathered – she embodies everything we aspire from a GAL. This showed in her recent depositions, where Lourdes’ answers conveyed how well she knows this
case and how sure she is of our advocacy. Lourdes retired recently from the program and I will miss her dearly . I hope to see her
around in whatever capacity because she has a bright light in our Program!
-Meliza Frias, Esq.

I just wanted to recognize Alicia Pierre. She’s incredibly helpful and besides doing efiling, optima, etc., she often asks about helping. She silently works really hard and is often one of the first ones here and last ones out the doors without seeking recognition.
She’s a great asset to the team .
-Desiree Mason, Esq.
Congratulations to our Criminal Court Project expert attorney, Fran Feinberg,
Esq., on being honored with the Women of Distinction Public Interest Award by
the Dade County Bar!
Thank you so much for all that you do for our children and the program, Fran!!
-Jessica Allen, Esq.

Our children are so lucky to have you and your team by their sides when having
to face the criminal court proceedings. Your ability to help them feel comfortable during a situation that children should never have to be in the first place is
truly a gift. Thank you, Fran Feinberg, Esq., for always representing the best
interests of our children and protecting their rights throughout the process.
-Kristen Solomon, Esq.
Sending a huge thank you to Vanessa Espinosa, Desiree Masson, Lynn Misset and Elisa Gibellini who are handling my cases while
I’m out on leave. Thank you so much for all your time and extra effort to take care of my cases!
–Kathryn Mason, Esq.
Christella Tyson always comes to work with a smile on her face. She greets every colleague with “good morning” and “good night,”
and genuinely asks how they are doing. Christella is very dedicated to her job, by reaching out to perspective volunteers, and working GAL events. Christella, thank you for brightening our days at OTV!
–Sara Burris
Thank you to Cindy Bobadilla, Khalid Allahar, Heather Rapalo, Pauline Markowicz, Liana Ramdeen, Dominique Turner, Ruth Castillo, Katelyn Barone and Patricia Royer. You always do your best to keep me informed of what is going on with your children and
cases so that we can advocate for best interests. I’m grateful to have you as my team!
–Kathryn Mason, Esq.

Alma Bartley is a patient, wonderful, caring GAL! She just gets it. She knows exactly what we need in Court and always addresses
the Court directly and powerfully. She’s often waited long hours for her case to be called but when it is called, she has a smile in
her face. She keeps up with all aspects of her case, from the kids to the parents. If I have a question on a case, I know Alma has the
answer!
-Meliza Frias, Esq.

A bouquet to our new trainer, Maria Anduiza, for enduring her trial by fire and passing with flying colors!
-Jeff Beal
Robert King has been an extraordinary volunteer GAL. I have 3 cases with him and he goes above and beyond the call of duty by
coming to Court each time, taking the kids out, supporting them through testimony, helping us find interpreters and so much
more! Robert has a true heart for this work, and it shows! We are lucky to have him.
-Meliza Frias, Esq.
Diana Zulueta is consistent with her advocacy on her current medically needy case. Diana, thank you for being the most dependable person in making sure your child is happy and healthy.
–Nicole Villegas
Michelle Lopez has taken on the role of guardian seamlessly. She has done
such a great job on her current case and I am excited to see the difference
she will make not only on her current case but all future cases she takes
with the GAL Program.
– Nicole Villegas

I want to thank Jenny Vaca for being so patience with me as I learn many
new legal jargon and skills. She’s always there to assist me and answer any
questions I have. She’s been a great help to this new learning process for
me! Thank you again Jenny!
-Alicia PIerre
Shanelle Perry is such a passionate and determined GAL. She was able to have one of her children adopted thanks to her consistent advocacy and is still currently advocating for the best interest of the other sibling. Shanelle, thank you for all that you have
done and continue to do!
–Nicole Villegas
Betty Landa is an exemplary GAL. We recently had a case where the child needed to testify. Betty was there every step of the way,
from preparing the child to gathering all our facts. Way before we were even set for trial Betty was out there independently gathering information that became crucial to our case. There is no task too big for Betty. She will do anything in her power to help a
family in need and seek out the services and resources that are necessary for their success. She is a pleasure to work with and such
a detailed record keeper! Betty makes my job way easier, and I cannot thank her enough.
–Meliza Frias, Esq.
Yanick Ducheine is brand new to the GAL program. Since taking on her first case, she has reached out to ask on how she can better
assist the child she is currently advocating for. She is so eager to learn and we are glad to have her!
–Nicole Villegas
Carl Alonso absolutely loves working on behalf of our children and it shows through his fervors advocacy. He took on his first case
and has diligently advocated for the best interest of the children and recently took on a second case. Carl, thank you for all that you
do, we are lucky to have you!
– Nicole Villegas
Paul Russell is an incredible volunteer GAL. I have one case in particular with him where he has remained the GAL even after the
child turned 18. Paul ensures that the young adult has a voice in Court and all her needs are met. He also goes above and beyond
by taking her to activities, out and about, and just being there for her when so many people in her life have left. Paul is a constant
force with a loving heart and he reignites my passion for this work whenever I speak to him.
-Meliza Frias, Esq.

volunteer to volunteer
Suicide Contagion
By: Ana Crucet
Recently, there has arisen a common and most popular term: “Suicide Contagion”. What does this mean? This means the exposure to suicidal behaviors in a direct or an indirect manner of adolescents or young adults at risk for suicide. It is one of the least
understood aspects of suicide, thought making it difficult to find effective strategies for detection and prevention.
Suicide among above mentioned groups, has increased at high percentage. This can be minimized if the individual can be evaluated by a mental health professional. Normally, family members, friends, GALs, peers and colleagues of the victims suggest treatment, but most of the time, not even the above group recognize any symptoms.
It may be that reports made by the media, regarding suicidal behaviors, influence those at risk. In some cases, the media even glorifies the victims to the point that the viewer may think that the victims have achieved their goals by gaining media attention.
There are proven scientific base for concerns that news coverage of suicide may contribute as direct cause of suicide in at-risk adolescents, i.e.: sensational coverage; glorification of victims; repetitive or excessive reporting about the case; describing how to
commit suicide, etc. Some news coverage can also assist in preventing suicidal behaviors. There has been a huge amount of suicide cases reported in social media.
Unfortunately, technology minimizes communication between children and their parents, making it more difficult to discover or
recognize any symptoms. Professionals suggest to always ask your children open-ended questions. An example of this is when
they come back from school every day, you ask: “How was your day” They will respond: “Good”, then you say: “Why was it good?
Or “What was the reason that made it a good day?” that way the communication will open and the habit of extending the communication will begin. In any case, parents, caregivers, GALs and those in contact with children, adolescents and young adults, should
always be alert and have them visit a mental health professional at the very first symptom.
Sources: Suicide Prevention (National Institutes of Mental Health); Warning Signs of Suicide (MentalHealth.gov); Suicide Prevention
Resources for Tribes (SAMHSA); healthcentral.com and others.

We’ve gone Virtual!
Since January 1st, 2018 no new paper court files
have been created. All incoming cases are being
opened solely within the Optima database.
All GAL Staff and Volunteers should be using Optima
to input case notes. If you are having any issues
with Optima or require additional training, you
should reach out to your CAM and let them know!

January:
MARITZA TORRES
Maritza began working for the Program on July 14, 2014 and hit the ground
running. A month later she was assigned the HC case.
Maritza was encouraged to begin supervising volunteers and she transitioned
some of her cases however there were some children she just couldn’t
“abandon” and among these children were the HC children. The children have
been through quite a lot and Maritza has remained hopeful of their reunification with their mother. At one point the children were reunified but had to
once again be removed because the mother was unable to parent; one of the
children is a handful and the mother does not have a support system to help her with them. In spite of the father having unlimited
unsupervised visits he rarely visited the children. Now tragedy has befallen the family and Maritza has made sure to see the children and provide support…she recently had a 5 hour visit! She will also be there for a funeral and burial this weekend.
Maritza was assigned the youth PR last April. The case has taken a toll on everyone involved with the case. Maritza and PR’s GAL
have made sure the youth feels empowered at all times and have attended many hours of court with her so that she knows she is
supported at all times. Recently PR was in court and broke down and cried and Maritza was right by her side; she even drove her
to meet her custodian half-way so that the custodian didn’t have to come downtown from Pinecrest to pick the child up after
court.
Additionally, Maritza is extremely dedicated to her youth. She has several girls who many would have given up on but she remains
on their cases and takes them to fill out job applications, to lunch, to enroll in school and talks to them about having higher expectations for themselves.
Many nights Maritza is out and about seeing her kids, while we are home snug in bed, and she still has the time to guide and support her volunteers. She does all this quietly and with grace never calling attention to herself. As one of her colleagues stated,
“Maritza goes above and beyond on her cases never questioning how much she should do. She genuinely cares about her children
with such zeal and passion that it’s more than a job for her.” I could write a book filled with examples of what a fabulous GAL and
volunteer supervisor Maritza is and I am sure her colleagues could offer compliments as well but I will just leave it at, “Maritza
Rocks!!”.
-Alex Falcon

above and beyond: Teresa Michelle Encalada
On January 30th the 17th Circuit honored 11th Circuit staff advocate Teresa Michelle Encalada for
her commitment to advocating for Broward children placed in Miami-Dade with their first ever Out
of Circuit Award.
Eldra Cartwright, CAM II in the 17th had this to say about Teresa: “What can we say about Teresa
Encalada, she is one of the most compassionate CAMs in the GALP. She makes sure she visits our
children upon request and she goes out of her way to see them as often as possible. Teresa is faithful and dependable and our partnership is totally in sync thanks to Teresa; the 17 th Circuit appreciates you, YOU ROCK!!!”

advocacy corner
GAL Guide to Termination of Parental Rights and Testifying
Before the Court
By: Kathryn Mason, Esq.

This Guide to Guardian ad Litem Testimony begins at the moment you are appointed as Guardian ad Litem to your case.
Although we work all of our cases hoping that the family will achieve reunification, the reality is that some cases ultimately end up
with a goal of adoption. Because of this, your advocacy team may engage concurrent permanency goal case planning from the very
start of a dependency case. While the more obvious elements of this include doing things like ensuring that the Child’s placement
is one that can lead to permanency should the parent never reunify, precluding a future placement change, there are other things
you can do as the Guardian ad Litem on the case.
One thing is to make sure you have reached out to all the parents on your case and exchanged contact information. As
your case progresses, keep in touch with them on issues such as their interest and progress in services, whether they have jobs or
housing, and their understanding of why their children were removed and if that evolves over the time you remain on the case.
Forming a relationship with the parents is an excellent way to help achieve reunification because you can spot issues that others
may miss, and find ways to help the parents. And in a case that ultimately results in a Termination of Parental Rights trial, the
knowledge you will have gained from that relationship, will be essential in forming your recommendation as to what is in the
child’s manifest best interest.
Additionally, you should observe visitations between the parents and the children on the case. Making this effort will provide you with information such as whether the parents show up on time and stay for the entire visit, or if they cancel in advance or
“no show” even when a child is transported. You will be able to see how they interact at the time of greeting and departure. You
will be able to see if a parent truly engaged his or her child during a visit, or if he or she spends that time on their phone, or sitting
in a corner while the child plays alone. You might even be able to see whether a parent can handle a child’s specific behavioral or
emotional special needs. All of this information will help guide you, not just through the reunification period, but if it comes time
to make a recommendation about severing the legal relationship between the parent and child.
The suggestions discussed above can truly help a child achieve permanency. If not because it helps you advocate
while the case plan goal is reunification, it will always be information for you to rely on should the goal change to adoption and the
case go to a Termination of Parental Rights trial, where you are called to testify. This knowledge will help you feel confident in your
work and in making your ultimate recommendation.

PERMANENCY GOAL CHANGE AND TPR FILING
In some cases, a party may file a Petition for Termination of Parental Rights without ever filing a Dependency Petition.
This means the parent will not be offered any services or a chance to reunify with his or her child. The Court will set a TPR advisory
hearing and the case will likely go to TPR trial within just the first few months of the child’s removal from the home. In most cases
however, the permanency goal of the case will be Reunification from the start and the parent will be give months or sometimes
years to complete court-ordered case plan tasks and reunify with his or her child. Then, a time may come that the Court changes
the permanency goal from Reunification to Adoption at a permanency hearing, typically after making a finding that the parent is in
non compliance with his or her case plan.
By the time the goal of a case changes to adoption, you have hopefully already discussed with your Child Advocate Manager (CAM) and Child’s Best Interest Attorney (BIA) whether you believe that adoption is in the child’s manifest best interest. You
will have made your recommendation in the permanency report that your attorney filed with the Court and all parties prior to the
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permanency hearing. If you did not recommend a change in goal, or if after the hearing you feel uncertain about the goal change,
it is imperative that you have that discussion with your advocacy team (CAM and BIA) as soon as possible.
Shortly after the goal has changed, a party will file a Petition for Termination of Parental Rights. You should review the
TPR Petition as soon as you receive it, and reach out to your advocacy team should you have any questions.
Once a petition is filed, the Court will set a TPR Advisory hearing where the parents must appear in person so that the
Court may advise them of their trial date. Failure to appear may result in the termination of their parental rights. If you have any
plans to be unavailable during the 2-month period following the Advisory hearing, please advise your CAM and BIA prior to the
Advisory hearing so that they can make sure not to set a trial date when you are unavailable. The Guardian ad Litem is required to
testify as to the Manifest Best Interests of the child in all TPR cases. It is imperative that you contact your BIA immediately if you
discover that you are unavailable on the date of the TPR trial.

MANIFEST BEST INTEREST FACTORS (“MBI”)
Once the permanency goal has changed to adoption, and a party files a TPR Petition, you know that it will likely result in
one of three ways: voluntary surrender by a parent, default TPR based on a parent’s failure to appear at TPR advisory hearing or
TPR trial, or a full trial on the TPR Petition in front of a Judge. In all three scenarios, the law requires not only that the Judge make
findings that legal grounds exist to terminate a parent’s legal rights to a child, but also that it is in the Child’s Manifest Best Interest
to do so. As the Guardian ad Litem on the case, you will be called to testify and you play an essential role in providing this information to the court.
Florida law delineates a non-exhaustive list of factors for the Court to consider in making a determination as to the child’s
Manifest Best interest:
(1) Any suitable permanent custody arrangement with a relative of the child. However, the availability of a nonadoptive placement with a relative may not receive greater consideration than any other factor weighing on the manifest
best interest of the child and may not be considered as a factor weighing against termination of parental rights. If a child
has been in a stable or preadoptive placement for not less than 6 months, the availability of a different placement, including a placement with a relative, may not be considered as a ground to deny the termination of parental rights.
(2) The ability and disposition of the parent or parents to provide the child with food, clothing, medical care or
other remedial care recognized and permitted under state law instead of medical care, and other material needs of the
child.
(3) The capacity of the parent or parents to care for the child to the extent that the child’s safety, well-being,
and physical, mental, and emotional health will not be endangered upon the child’s return home.
(4) The present mental and physical health needs of the child and such future needs of the child to the extent
that such future needs can be ascertained based on the present condition of the child.
(5) The love, affection, and other emotional ties existing between the child and the child’s parent or parents,
siblings, and other relatives, and the degree of harm to the child that would arise from the termination of parental rights
and duties.
(6) The likelihood of an older child remaining in long-term foster care upon termination of parental rights, due
to emotional or behavioral problems or any special needs of the child.
(7) The child’s ability to form a significant relationship with a parental substitute and the likelihood that the
child will enter into a more stable and permanent family relationship as a result of permanent termination of parental
rights and duties.
(8) The length of time that the child has lived in a stable, satisfactory environment and the desirability of maintaining continuity.
(9) The depth of the relationship existing between the child and the present custodian.
(10) The reasonable preferences and wishes of the child, if the court deems the child to be of sufficient intelligence, understanding, and experience to express a preference.

advocacy corner, continued

(11) The recommendations for the child provided by the child’s guardian ad litem or legal representative.

You should begin thinking about these factors as early as possible so that you can reach out to your advocacy team with
any questions you may have about what they mean, or if you have doubts about whether TPR is in the Child’s manifest best interest.

PREPARATION FOR TESTIMONY
As described above, parental rights may be terminated in one of three ways: voluntary surrender by a parent,
default TPR based on a parent’s failure to appear at TPR advisory hearing or TPR trial, or a full trial on the TPR Petition in front of a
Judge. In any case, the Guardian ad Litem will be called to testify under oath as to why termination of parent’s legal rights is in a
child’s manifest best interest. Whether you have never testified before the Court, or you have already done it a dozen times, it is
best practice for you to prepare for your testimony ahead of the scheduled hearing if possible. While this will certainly involve an
independent review of your own notes on a case, it should also include a review of any of case-related documents that you’ve received, which you should be able to access in the Documents section of Optima (ie. Evaluations of parents or child, court notes,
case plans, JRSSRs, court orders, etc…).
Once you have done an independent record review, you can immediately reach out to your CAM and/or BIA to discuss
any questions you may have. Ultimately, in the weeks before trial, you will discuss your actual testimony with your BIA. This will be
the time to discuss any scheduling difficulties that have arisen and ask all of your questions about your testimony, the case, and
what happens on the day of trial, including what it means to testify under oath, when you will testify, and preparing for both direct
and cross examination. It will likely include a review of questions written by your BIA so that he or she knows what answers you
will give at trial, and so you can practice answering questions and feel more comfortable when called to do so during trial.

10 TESTIMONY TIPS
1. Prepare early. As soon as you’re considering recommending a permanency goal change to adoption, begin to explore
your thoughts about termination of parental rights and whether it is in the Child’s best interest. Know the parents on
your case and observe at least one child-parent visitation. This will help you with MBI factors 2, 3 and 5.
2. Review all of your own visit logs prior to discussing the case with your BIA. Also review any evaluations of parents or
children and anything else that will help refresh your memory of the case. This will leave you best prepared to answer
your BIA’s questions and help you in making your recommendation.
3. Tell the truth and admit when you don’t know or can’t remember something. Many witnesses feel pressured to answer
every question because they are afraid to look like they did something wrong. Don’t fall into this trap. It is perfectly
ok if you can’t remember information. Feel free to discuss bringing notes to trial with your BIA if this is something
you’re worried about. Your BIA can always help you “refresh your recollection” while you are testifying.
4. Talk to your BIA about scheduling. A case set for TPR trial may last anywhere from 15 minutes to multiple days or
weeks. Be sure you and your BIA are on the same page about what is expected of you and when.
5. Listen to the other witnesses as they testify. One of the best things about being the GAL on the case is that you are not
excluded from the room when the other witnesses testify. Frequently, the testimony of others will trigger your own
memory of events that occurred and you may wish to inform your BIA whether you believe that witness is testifying
accurately or not. Bring a notepad if you wish to be able to conference with your attorney during trial. (Just be sure
you do not discuss any testimony you’ve heard, with any of the other witnesses on the case).
6. Things you may wish to bring with you: a sweater, a water bottle, snacks, lunch (you can keep it in the GAL Office
fridge), notes on the case or your visit logs, etc…
7. If an attorney makes an objection while you are testifying, just remain silent until the Judge makes a ruling and the
Judge or your attorney will instruct you on whether you may answer the question.
8. At trial, you will be asked questions by your BIA (direct testimony) and then by the attorneys representing the other
parties (cross examination). On cross examination, take your time and answer questions simply. Do not try to convince the defense attorney to see things your way, since you will surely not succeed. Following cross examination,
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your BIA will have the chance to question you again if necessary to explain anything that became muddled during
cross examination (redirect).
9. Be careful that your consideration of and testimony as to what is in the Child’s Manifest Best interest does not include a
comparison between the attributes of the parents and those of any persons providing a present or potential placement for the child. This is specifically prohibited by law.
10. If you’re feeling nervous or confused, talk to you BIA about your concerns. Your BIA wants to hear from you if you’re
having doubts or confused about anything. It’s much better to address your nerves and concerns as soon as they
arise, rather than waiting for the day of trial when your BIA will be juggling so much it may be harder for him or her to

In Loving Memory of Robert Rosen
ROSEN, ROBERT "Bob", a beloved husband, son,
brother and grandfather, passed away on December 24, 2017. He
was 95 years old, 11 days shy of his 96th birthday, and lived a life
defined by compassion, integrity, and his desire to do good unto
others. Robert was born on January 5, 1922 and raised in Asheville,
North Carolina with his four brothers and sisters. After graduating
from college at the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, he
entered medical school at UNC Chapel Hill and completed his medical education at the University of Maryland in Baltimore. As a respected physician of 45 years in Surfside and Miami Beach, he was
an active member of the staff of Mount Sinai, Saint Francis and
North Miami General Hospitals, as well as served as a medical staff
officer at Saint Francis and North Miami General Hospitals. After
retiring from medicine, his relentless passion for helping people
never subsided.
Robert dedicated almost 15 years to the Miami-Dade Guardian ad
Litem and in 2009, he was awarded a Guardian of the Year award
for his dedication. He also served for many years on the Board of
the Miami Beach Community Health Center for which he derived
great satisfaction helping to provide medical care for those less fortunate.
At the 2009 Guardian ad Litem Recognition Event: Beatrice Rosen,

When you saw Robert at a Guardian ad Litem event you would alRobert Rosen and Cynthia Kline are all smiles.
ways find his wife, Beatrice, nearby. The two were married for 65
years. Robert enjoyed playing tennis and traveling, having dinner
with his friends and taking part in different activities including trivia and dominos.

Robert remains a role model and inspiration for all who knew him, as an empathetic man who greeted everyone with a smile and
had a heart full of unconditional love. Surviving him is his wife, Beatrice Rosen, sister, Ida Belovin, his son, Seth Rosen (and wife
Melanie Dernis Rosen), his grand-children, Samantha and Ross Rosen, and numerous loving nieces and nephews. He was predeceased by his brothers Phillip and Sam, and his sister Janette.
Cynthia Kline, who was Robert’s Supervisor during his 15 year tenure with the programs said, “Bob Rosen was the best of the
best. He was steadfast and truly dedicated to the Guardian ad Litem Program.”

circuit news
New Dreams Committee
A group of retired Guardians, under the leadership of the recruiting team at the GAL Office, had formed a committee by the
name of “New Dreams” with the goal of getting retirees involved with the Guardian Program, remain engaged and inspire others.
“You are never too old to set a new goal or to dream a new dream”
-C.E.Lewis
Basing our retirees’ actions in the above, we believe this is a fantastic opportunity to have an excellent legacy for the children of our community. In other words, we want retirees to enjoy the volunteer experience by seeing that
their involvement is making a difference in a child’s life.
Guardians, you are invited to join our committee even if you are not retired.
Assist in the development of this worthwhile project by sending us ideas,
suggestions and helping us getting sponsors. Your collaboration is needed.
For more information you can send an email to: newdreamscommittee@gmail.com or call Patricia Abaroa at: (786) 469-3864

from the Director’s chair
Thirty-five years ago, then President Ronald Reagan proclaimed April to be National Child Abuse Prevention
Month. You may notice some folks donning blue ribbons during April, which is because in 1989 the Blue Ribbon Campaign started as a memorial to children affected by abuse and neglect. When we make meaningful connections with the
children and families in our community, we can help parents build the knowledge and skills necessary to raise happy and healthy
children.
This month and throughout the year, the Guardian ad Litem Program encourages all individuals and organizations to play a role in
making Miami-Dade a better place for children and families. April is a time to celebrate the important role that communities play
in protecting children. As Guardians ad Litem, you have answered that call and your advocacy is critical stopping the cycle of child
abuse in our community.
We hope that you will join us for our sixth Annual Child Abuse Awareness Picnic at Amelia Earhart Park on April 14 th. This year, our
picnic is being co-sponsored by Our Kids of Miami-Dade and Monroe Counties along with continued support by our non-profit arm,
Voices for Children Foundation. All of the families, children and partner organizations that we work with are invited to attend for a
day of food, fun and community involvement. Please feel free to bring your own families, friends and GAL kids as well! And stay
tuned for a “Save the Date” for our annual Volunteer Recognition Luncheon when we will be honoring all of our dedicated volunteer child advocates.
Thank you for all that you do for “our” children.
-Jessica Allen, Esq.

