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We’re looking for brand ambassadors! 

We are looking for enthusiastic Guardian ad Litem volunteers to 

act as brand ambassadors for our program. Our brand ambassa-

dors will be part of a group of like-minded individuals who will be 

involved in increasing awareness about our program on different 

social media channels and through a series of events. Brand am-

bassadors will work closely with our recruitment team to help 

achieve goals and objectives. Brand ambassadors must commit 

to one year of participation. During that year, they will be given 

all necessary in-service credits. Ideal brand ambassadors must 

have working knowledge of social media channels and be crea-

tive! 

For complete details, please email: Victoria.Harris@gal.fl.gov  
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From the moment I met Marita Jay, I knew she was a person of 
integrity that would advocate for the best interest of the chil-
dren.  When she joined the OOC Team – she was ready to go. 

Her first case was an existing case that a CAM passed on to her 
– she wanted teenagers.  Marita hit the ground running .  I 
thought I would have to flag her down a little – but she was 
ready and willing.  

She was so excellent in her advocacy and collaboration that 
Circuit 17 – Broward was so impressed – she was nominated for 
Spring Season Out of County GAL. 

OOC Team for C11 is proud to have Marita on our team and 
can’t wait to give her another case to advocate for our teen’s. 

We congratulate her and concur with C17. 

-Mary Walton 

Willem Erwich is always available to attend staffing meetings 
and is always punctual about face-to-face visitations with the 
children on his case. At this time, we are trying to find a way to 
engage a teen, who is  very guarded and unresponsive. I deeply 
appreciate Will for  remaining dedicated to this teen and her 
family. We surely do not want to give up and will try to use any 
approach to help this teen.  

-Samha Siddiqui 

Michael Alicea: welcome to the GAL Program! You are al-
ready doing a great job on your first case, and especially for 
the child! We are lucky to have you!  

-Sara Burris 

Mrs. Mary  Walton will always be there no matter what. If 
there’s a problem, she always finds a way to help find a solution. 
I can’t ask for a better role model and guide to fully represent 
the children’s best interests! Thanks Mary! 

-Sofia Israel Ancona 

Rosi Alvarez: thank you for your time and dedication to the 
GAL Program! You are especially admired for your efforts on 
your case that you have had on and off over the past 8+ years. 
You are doing an amazing job! 

-Sara Burris 

Ayana Rodriguez, Malvina Longoria and Eileen Rosen: 

Each of these volunteers take ownership of their case. They 
are a pleasure to work with as they are kind, helpful and con-
stantly in communication with me. They are always looking for 
ways to solve the issues at hand for their children. So far, on 
each of their cases we have been able to make small improve-
ments, and we will continue to work hard so our children have 
permanency and normalcy! I am lucky to be working with them 
on their cases!  

-Samha Siddiqui 

Carol Klopfer, words can’t express the advocacy you have 
done for D.  Your logs are awesome, detailed, etc. 

I would like to clone you. Excellent job! 

-Mary Walton 

Calixto Garcia-Velez: you did such an amazing job on your last case! Despite the challenges the case presented, you were able to 
learn more about the dependency system, and especially feel confident in the court room. We are all looking forward to the amaz-
ing things you can do for our children!   

-Sara Burris  



 

 

 Advocacy Corner 

Often, we may hear of “privilege” in movies and TV shows between spouses and doctors/patients , but do you know it 
applies to you and your best interest attorney as well? 

It’s true – communications between you and your attorney are privileged by law, except in certain circumstances.  

Privileged information is confidential and not 
discoverable in a court of law, even if ques-
tioned by a judge. This applies to communica-
tion via the phone, in person and email. 

Besides the exceptions granted by law, you can 
also break privilege. You can do so by waiving 
the privilege, which does not have to be an 
express waiver. This can occur by sending an-
other party the court hearing notes or any-
thing else labeled as “privileged”, sending 
emails between you and your attorney to oth-
er people, and adding/CCing a third party (i.e. 
case manager, the agency, attorneys ad litem, 
etc.) to a conversation between you and your 
attorney, to name a few. 

The United States Supreme Court considers 
your attorney client privilege so important, it 
even holds past a client’s death!  

In addition to being protected by your communications with your attorney, you are also protected from communica-
tions with other attorneys. Other attorneys on your dependency case may include the Department (Children’s Legal 
Services) attorney, the parents’ attorneys, and/or any attorneys ad litem on the case. The American Bar Association has 
stated attorneys cannot communicate with any represented parties (meaning you!) about the case without their attor-
ney present, unless granted permission by that attorney or court order. So, before speaking to any other attorneys on 
your case, check with your best interest attorney. 

Between You & Me: Confidentiality and how it applies to you 

          BY: Desiree Masson, Esq. 

PROJECT 365: A look into your first year as a Child Advocate 

Are you nearing your 1 year anniversary as a Guardian ad Litem? If so, we’d love to hear from you.  

Project 365 will be a YouTube series chronicling the experiences of Guardians ad Litem during their very first year as 

child advocates Participants will receive in-service credit hours. 

For more information, please contact: Patricia.Abaroa@gal.fl.gov  

#Project365 



 

Volunteer Spotlight 

Christopher Gathman works in commercial real estate finance, help-

ing clients acquire and develop properties throughout South Florida 

with a primary focus on hotels and resorts.  He is originally from Chi-

cago, but has lived in New York and now Miami. He began volunteer-

ing with the program in 2007, took a  hiatus and rejoined us in 2017.  

GAL: What is your GAL philosophy/motto? 

Christopher: Never be afraid to ask hard questions and treat every-

one with dignity. 

GAL: What’s your favorite book? Why? 

Christopher: The Orchid Thief by Susan Orlean…It’s a fascinating true 

story about Orchids, South Florida and finding one’s passion in life.  

GAL: What are some of your hobbies? 

Christopher: I love to travel, collect old maps, bake bread, be out-

doors, dance and take care of my two cats, Hector and Kyle. 

Christopher Gathman 

Vanessa Cossio 

 Vanessa Cossio is a teacher, preschool owner/director, wife, mom and, for 

the last 6 months, she’s also been a Guardian ad Litem. She began her teach-

ing career as a pre-k special needs teacher and shortly after opened her own 

preschool. She has been teaching VPK at the preschool for the last 7 years.  

GAL: Describe yourself in three words.  

Vanessa: Ambitious, Compassionate, Reliable. 

GAL: How did you become involved with GAL? 

Vanessa: After interacting with a few foster parents during my years of 

teaching and helping a close friend care for her foster daughter, my husband 

and I decided to become foster parents. During the process, I realized how 

many children needed someone in their corner fighting for them. So many 

children go through the foster system without a voice. I wanted to do more 

to help. Through research I came across the Guardian ad Litem program and 

fell in love with everything they stood for!   

GAL: What fictional character do you relate to the most? 

Vanessa: Wonder Woman! 



  



Staff Spotlight 

Sofia Israel Ancona, Child Advocacy Manager  

From the Director’s Chair 

Sofia was born and raised in Mexico City. She moved to Miami, FL after grad-

uating from college in 2017. She received a Bachelors in Psychology with a 

minor in Education Studies. Sofia works closely with CAMII Mary Walton and 

works mostly with Drug Court cases. Her hope is that children in care re-

ceive as much stability as possible. 

GAL: If you could do another job for just one day, what would it be?  

Sofia: I would be an actor on Broadway performing in my favorite musical, 

Wicked.  

GAL: What is your favorite sports team?  

Sofia: I love Liverpool and Real Madrid.  

GAL: When you have 30 minutes of free-time, how do you pass the time?  

Sofia: I pass it by either exercising or watching Netflix. 

Dear Advocates,  

It is with a heavy heart that I write this quarter’s director’s piece. One of our own, Gus Barreiro, 

passed away on August 16, 2019. In addition to being a volunteer Guardian ad Litem, Gus served 

four terms in the Florida House of Representatives and served as the Public Policy and Commu-

nity Engagement Liaison for The Children’s Trust. I had the pleasure of serving as his Vice-Chair 

on the Miami-Dade CBC Alliance for the past year and considered Gus a friend.  

Gus took great pride in being a child advocate. As a guardian ad litem volunteer, he advocated 

for two young boys in foster care and even paid their way on a trip to Disney World. In his role 

as a legislator, he championed several juvenile justice reforms and helped secure funding for the 

Girls Alternative Program, or GAP, a mentorship program for female juvenile offenders. He was 

a well-respected member of our community, never afraid to make waves in order to ensure that 

the best interests of Florida most vulnerable were met, and a true champion for children. It is 

impossible to list all of Gus’ achievements and triumphs here, or to really convey what a great 

person he was, suffice it to say that he will be greatly missed.  

We will be honoring all of our volunteer child advocates, including Gus, at our Volunteer Recog-

nition Event on October 12th. I hope to see you there.     

      

Jessica Allen, Esq., Circuit Director 

Gus Barreiro was a fearless 

advocate for children involved 

in the juvenile system.  We will 

miss him. 


