August 4, 2020 – Step Up for Student Scholarships
There are so many scholarship opportunities available for the kids on our cases, and too often
we are unaware of them. Thanks go to Melissa Jaramillo (Step up for Students), Ann Marie
White (Horatio Alger), and Devin Floyd (Educate Tomorrow) for sharing these wonderful
programs with us. These resources are invaluable.
Step Up for Students: www.stepupforstudents.org
•

•
•

•

Administers 5 different scholarship opportunities for school age children
o The tax and family empowerment scholarships are for lower income children and
families
o The Gardiner scholarship is for children with a diagnosis, rare disease or IEP
o The Hope scholarship is for children who are victims of bullying or violence
during school, on school property or on the bus/bus stop.
o The Reading scholarship is for students in 3rd- 5th grade who struggle with
reading.
There is a list of participating schools on the Step-Up website.
The tax and family empowerment scholarships (2 different opportunities) are both
income-based for students in Grades K-12.
o NO income threshold for children in licensed care, out-of-home care or
homeless.
o Student also qualifies if member of household receives SNAP, TANF, free-orreduced lunch, and food stamps.
o Both programs are open for new applications and renewals. ONCE IN, ALWAYS
IN, with no need for new income verification.
o Family empowerment scholarship can ONLY be used for private-school tuition
and fees.
Will pay for tuition, books (only sold by the school), registration, transportation (up to
$750), uniforms (sold by the school,) and testing.

•

The Gardiner Scholarship is for students ages 3 -12th grade with a specific diagnosis.
(See attachment or www.rarediseases.org.)
o Students require a formal diagnosis from a licensed physician OR an IEP.
o Approximately $10,400 annually and any funds left over after high school can be
used for post-secondary education.
o These funds are rolled over for 3 years.

•

The Hope Scholarship is for K-12 students who are victims of bullying or school
violence (in school, on school property, school bus, or bus stop).
o It will cover private school tuition and fees.
o Transportation assistance to a public school out-of-district.
o If you purchase a car from a dealership or outside of a dealership, let them know
you support the HOPE scholarship and $105 of sales tax will go towards Hope
Scholarships.
o There is an extra form required that can be obtained from the school.

•

Reading Scholarship
o $500 which can be used for tutoring, summer programs, or after-school programs
that support literacy.

Horatio Alger Scholarship (www.horatioalger.org):
•
•

•
•

•
•
•
•

Hard work, honesty and determination can overcome all obstacles!
These first scholarships are for high-school seniors.
o National -- up to $25,000 for 4-5 years.
o State -- up to $10,000 for 4-5 years.
o Specialized -- $10,000 to $25,000 (Nova Southeastern has an education
scholarship for $10,000).
Career and vocation:
o Up to age 30.
o Up to $2,500 for pursuing associate or technical degree.
You must be enrolled as a full-time senior with the following criterion:
o Commitment to complete a Bachelor’s degree.
o Critical financial need (less than 55K income).
o 2.0 GPA
o U.S. citizen
o Having the integrity and perseverance to overcome adversity.
The application consists of 3 essays and a support form (which GALs can be very
helpful in providing) and a certifying form from the school counselor, transcript and
income verification; If applying using foster care, it must be verified.
Scholarship covers cost of attendance: can include room/board, books, meal plans,
transportation, etc.
Most recipients are first-generation college attendees.
For more info, you can contact Ann Marie at amwhite@horatioalger.org

Educate Tomorrow (devin@educatetomorrow.org
•
•
•

•
•
•

•
•

Work with foster youth, homeless youth, and unaccompanied homeless.
Support youth in college or up to college.
They do more than just mentor.
o Every college in Florida has a dedicated individual for support for all kids
receiving tuition waivers (Positive Pathways).
o There is also a coach to assist at each school.
All that kids have to do to be a part of Educate Tomorrow is sign up on the website.
They will also assist those youth who are 24 and under (and COVID negative) who are
homeless, or about to be homeless, to find shelter.
They will also help kids with FASFA, college applications, and will trouble-shoot financial
issues and housing problems.
o AOK program -- they don’t call it a scholarship so kids don’t have to claim it
when reporting sources of income or financing.
o Up to $1,500 per semester for kids with at least a 2.3 GPA who have emergencyfunding needs.
o Funds are paid directly to the provider, not to the student.
Þ Can be car repair, phone bill, rent, books, or anything that would prevent
the child from continuing with their education.
Þ The goal is to eliminate any barriers to education.
There are bonuses for good grades and graduation.
There is no eligibility requirement to be an Educate Tomorrow student.
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History of Step Up For Students
Step Up For Students is a state-approved nonprofit scholarship funding organization that
helps administer five scholarships for Florida schoolchildren:
•

Florida Tax Credit Scholarship created in 2001 for lower-income families.

•

Family Empowerment Scholarship created in 2019 to further help low-income children.

•

Gardiner Scholarship created in 2014 for children with certain special needs (unique abilities).

•

Hope Scholarship created in 2018 for public school students who are bullied or victims of violence.

•

Reading Scholarship Accounts also created in 2018 for public school students in third through fifth grade
who struggle with reading.
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Florida Tax Credit and Family Empowerment

Florida Tax Credit and Family Empowerment
Scholarship Eligibility Criteria

Florida Tax Credit Scholarship and Family
Empowerment Eligibility Criteria
• There is no income threshold for a child who is in foster care, out-of-home care or
homeless. A student may also qualify if:
• A member of the household receives SNAP (food stamps), TANF, or FDPIR.
• The household income qualifies for free or reduced-price lunch.

How The Florida Tax Credit Scholarship Works
The scholarship will pay for the following school expenses, in this order until maximum award
amount is reached, or until all fees are satisfied, whichever is first:

•

1) Tuition; 2) Books*; 3) Registration; 4) Transportation; 5) Uniforms*; 6) Testing; 7) Other.

•

(*Applicable for books and uniforms sold by the school, not a third-party vendor.)

How The Family Empowerment Scholarship Works
The Family Empowerment Scholarship can only be used toward private school tuition and fees.
The scholarship will pay for the following school expenses, in this order until maximum award amount is
reached, or until all fees are satisfied, whichever is first:
•

1) Tuition; 2) Books*; 3) Registration; 4) Transportation; 5) Uniforms*; 6) Testing; 7) Other.

•

(*Applicable for books and uniforms sold by the school, not a third-party vendor.)

Florida Tax Credit and Family Empowerment
Scholarship Application Process
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Gardiner Scholarship Program

Gardiner Scholarship Program
Eligibility Criteria
Florida students 3 years old through 12th grade with one of the following diagnoses:
Intellectual disability severe cognitive
impairment

Deaf

Traumatic brain injured

Cerebral Palsy

Muscular Dystrophy

“High-risk” 3-, 4-, and
5-year-olds

Spina bifida

Down Syndrome

Phelan-McDermid
syndrome

Williams syndrome

Anaphylaxis

Dual sensory impaired

Prader-Willi syndrome

Visually impaired

Autism spectrum
disorder

Muscular Dystrophy

Hospital or
Homebound

Rare disease or
condition

Gardiner Scholarship Program
Eligibility Criteria
Student document requirements either/or:

Student age requirements:

How The Gardiner Scholarship Works
• The scholarship amount varies according to grade, county and disability, but the
award amounts for the 2020-21 school year are still being determined. However, the
average amount for most students in the 2019-2020 school year is 10,400.
• Money in the account can roll over from one year to the next as long as the student
remains in the program.
• If an account is inactive for three consecutive fiscal years, the account must be
closed, and any remaining funds revert to the state.

How The Gardiner Scholarship Works

Gardiner Scholarship Parent Handbook

Gardiner Scholarship Provider Handbook

Gardiner Scholarship Program Application Process

Renewal and New Families:
Renewal and new families may APPLY NOW for the Gardiner Scholarship for the 2020-21
school year.
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Hope Scholarship

Hope Scholarship Eligibility Criteria
K-12 Students
Victim of one of the following:
§

Bullying

§

Physical Attack

§

Threat of Intimidation

§

Hazing

§

Fighting at School

§

Taken place at one of the following:
§

Public K-12 Educational
Institution

§

Any school-related or
school sponsored
program or activity

Kidnapping

§

Riding on the school bus

§

Robbery

§

§

Battery

Waiting at the school bus
stop

§

Harrasment

How The Hope Scholarship Works
The scholarship will pay for the following school expenses, in this order until maximum award
amount is reached, or until all fees are satisfied, whichever is first:

•

1) Tuition; 2) Books*; 3) Registration; 4) Transportation; 5) Uniforms*; 6) Testing; 7) Other.

•

(*Applicable for books and uniforms sold by the school, not a third-party vendor.)

How the Hope Scholarship is Funded
• If you purchase your vehicle from a dealership or outside of a dealership,
let them know that you would like to support the Hope Scholarship, and
they will take care of the rest.
• You can select to designate up to $105 of the vehicle’s sales tax to Step Up
For Students to support the Hope Scholarship.

Hope Scholarship Application Process
New and Renewal Families:
May apply for the Hope Scholarship for the 2020-21 school year.
Parents can go here: https://hope.sufs.org/s3/Hope-Scholarship-Application
To apply, parents would need the following:
Hope Scholarship Notification Form (Form IEPC-HS1) that the parents receive
from the public school’s principal or his/her designee that notates the
student’s eligibility for the Hope Scholarship.
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Reading Scholarship Accounts

How the Reading Scholarship Works
• The scholarships, worth $500 each, can be used for reimbursement for
the following:
• Tuition and fees for part-time tutoring provided by a person who holds a
valid Florida educator’s certificate, a baccalaureate or graduate degree in
the subject, an adjunct teaching certificate, or has demonstrated mastery
of the subject area knowledge.
• Fees for summer and after-school education programs designed to
improve reading or literacy skills.
• Instructional materials and curriculum related to reading or literacy.

Reading Scholarship Application Process
Renewal and New Families:
We are no longer accepting applications for the Reading Scholarship for the 2019-20 school year.
2020-21 School Year:
We anticipate that we will begin accepting applications for the Reading Scholarship for the 202021 school year in late summer. Note: We are working with the Department of Education on how
eligibility will be determined for the 2020-21 school year since the Florida Standards Assessment
was not administered this school year.
Parents can go here: www.stepupforstudents.org/reading

Q&A

Questions/Contacts
For application process and questions:

For marketing questions or materials
regarding any of the Scholarship Programs:

www.StepUpForStudents.org
Scholarship hotline: 877-735-7837

Melissa Jaramillo mjaramillo@sufs.org
904-595-6814

